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Walter E. Webber passed away on April 22 after an extended 

illness at the age of 62.  

Walter was a resident of Yarmouth, Maine, since 1970 and 

lived more recently in Lexington, Massachusetts, where he 

served as the 13th Sovereign Grand Commander of the 

Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry for the 

Northern Jurisdiction of the United States.  He also served as 

president of the National Heritage Museum and as president 

of the 32nd Degree Masonic Learning Centers for Children, 

which has 53 clinics teaching children with dyslexia to 

improve their reading skills.  

As a practicing attorney, he first joined Jensen Baird Gardner 

& Henry in 1969 and eventually became the first president of 

the firm.  He became “of counsel” in 2003 upon his election 

as Sovereign Grand Commander.  

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

He was a member of the Cumberland County, Maine State, and American Bar Associations, and 

was, by invitation, a member of the American College of Mortgage Attorneys, the American 

College of Real Estate Attorneys, and was regularly listed in The Best Lawyers in America.  

As an attorney he had a dramatic impact on the field of commercial real estate, with projects 

such as the Maine Mall, South Portland Crossing, the Augusta Mall, the rehabilitation of the 

Eastland Hotel and the conversion of Congress Square Hotel into elderly housing, many 

condominium projects, and other commercial projects ranging from Ellsworth to Kittery.  

He graduated from Marietta College in 1965 and was awarded the prestigious W. Bay Irvine 

Award. He later served as a trustee, becoming vice-chairman of the board of trustees. He earned 

a J.D. degree from Boston University School of Law in 1969.  

He was a trustee of the Osteopathic Hospital of Maine and served in several capacities during a 

15-year period, becoming chairman of the board of trustees, during which time the hospital 

became Brighton Medical Center and opened its staff to non-osteopathic physicians.  

In business, he was a long-serving director of York Mutual Insurance Company, becoming 

chairman of its board of directors. During that period, York had an unprecedented period of 

growth and eventually merged with Commercial Union Insurance Company, where he continued 

on the board of directors until the company was sold.  

Walter was active in church affairs, serving as a trustee of the Maine Conference of the United 

Church of Christ for over 20 years. For the First Parish Church in Yarmouth, he had various 

leadership positions from moderator to chair of the board of trustees, building fund and long-

serving president of the ministerial fund.  


